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Re: Richard W. Woods

This PDF file contains this cover letter and some documents that

relate to a situation that has developed with a friend who has, for some

unknown reason, decided to not act in his own best interest.

I am writing this to set the record straight and to clarify things

that have taken place over the past few months regarding Richard W.

Woods.

Most of us who attend the meetings of the Legal Research Society

have come to know Rich Woods as he has been attending our meetings

for a number of years now.

Rich developed health problems some time ago and lost a leg due

to diabetes. He also had been engaged in a dispute with his landlord of
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many years and was eventually evicted from his rental home in North

West Scottsdale.

I had a friend in Tucson who was in an assisted care living

facility. Rich and I, along with a friend of Rich’s, went down to see my

friend on October 5th, 2012. Since I was taking papers for my friend in

Tucson to sign, I also generated documents for Rich so that I could act

with Power of Attorney should he end up in the hospital again. Rich

agreed, at that time, that signing those documents was a good idea. We

knew that we would have a notary available at that location, and thus

the signatures were obtained at that time.

Rich has claimed, in a document that he has recorded with the

Maricopa County Recorder’s Office, that this Power of Attorney was

“false, fraudulent and forged”. A copy of that recorded document is

included in this PDF file. He also claims that the “limited medical

power of attorney” was also in the same category.
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I do not recall a medical power of attorney, but if there was one, it

was likely signed when Rich was in the hospital and would have been

the hospital’s own form.

These statements, made by Rich Woods, are blatantly false. Rich

has filed a perjured document with the Maricopa County Recorder. Rich

claims that his friend Theodore Christ stated that he, Theodore Christ,

was not physically present in Tucson and did not sign the Power of

Attorney form. I would point out that ALL of the signatures were

attested to by a notary public who did not know any of us and who

notarized these documents after verification of our identification. Mr.

Christ presented his identification, or the notary would not have

notarized his signature. Mr. Christ was indeed present and did, indeed,

sign the document as a witness.

I’m believe that if Mr. Christ thinks about the events of that day,

he will recall that he indeed made the trip to Tucson with us and that

the document is valid.
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In addition, the power of attorney of 2012 was only used on one

occasion. I became aware that Rich was behind in his rent for the

warehouse space where he had stored his belongings and where he was

actually living. I contacted the landlord and had to provide proof of

power of attorney before the landlord would provide me with

information. That allowed me to find out how far behind Rich was on

his rent. I made arrangements with a trust client to use a portion of the

trust funds to pay Rich’s rent through January 2014. A copy of that

check is provided in this document with appropriate portions blocked

out.

The beneficiary of the trust, from which I obtained the funds,

agreed to this “loan” on the condition that I continue to hold collateral

belonging to Rich until the funds could be replaced in the account. I was

holding a number of guns and ammunition that belonged to Rich.

Shortly after the payment of the rent, Rich and Ted, a friend of

Rich’s, and I met to discuss the situation. Ted and I worked out a plan

with Rich to assist him in preparing to move out of the warehouse
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space. This plan involved assisting Rich in liquidating his belongings to

a point where he could move into a small apartment.

We believed that Rich might need some form of assisted care

living. Rich was not happy about his prospects, but agreed, at that time,

to work toward that goal.

Ted and I, along with a few other volunteers, went over to Rich’s

warehouse space and assisted Rich in throwing out a few things and

organizing boxes so that Rich could get access to them in his

wheelchair. Rich was to go through those boxes and to let us know when

he was ready for us to come back over and place more boxes where he

could get to them. Rich, apparently, did very little to prepare any of the

material for moving. I did not hear any further request for assistance.

I had told Rich that he needed to be prepared to move out of the

warehouse by the end of March. I knew that if Rich missed the April

and May rent payments that problems were likely to develop. I would

not, and could not, pay his rent again.
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I believe that sometime in April Ted attended a gun show. I met

with him the day before and provided some of the guns that belonged to

Rich in hopes that we could begin to liquidate those items to raise the

money to offset what Rich owed me for my trust client and some of what

was owed to Ted. Ted was able to sell three guns, but had the rest of

them at his house.

When Ted told Rich about the gun sale, Ted told me that Rich

became furious with Ted and demanded that all of his guns and ammo

be returned to him. Ted did so. However, I was still holding some

additional items for collateral.

When I arrived for the Legal Research Society meeting in May,

Rich was present. I provided him with photos of the remaining items

that I had and asked him to provide prices that he wanted me to sell

them for. I also provided him with an inventory list.

Rich had not talked to me or responded to any of my emails for

some time prior to that meeting. I took him home after the meeting and
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that was the last I heard from him until this last meeting of September

6th, 2014.

Between the Legal Research Society meeting in May and the

meeting of September 6th, 2014 I did not receive any reply too the

various emails I sent to him or any response to phone calls and

messages I left for him. I had been attempting to get the information I

had requested of him regarding the prices for the various guns.

I received a letter dated July 11, 2014 from Rich’s landlord. This

letter stated that Rich was behind on his rent and that if he did not cure

the situation by July 17th they were planning to retake possession of the

warehouse. I attempted to call Rich to warn him of what was coming,

but he did not take my call.

By about Monday the 21st the landlord had determined that Rich

was illegally living in the warehouse and I spoke with the landlord and

the owner. They demanded that Rich leave the premises. I contacted

Adult Protective Services and was referred to a state agency that
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assists the homeless. I was told that since Rich was illegally living in

the warehouse he could, possibly, be considered having been homeless

for over a year and may qualify for a state paid apartment. This was

especially true since Rich is disabled.

I received a phone call from a man who worked with a local

Catholic parish. He told me that Rich had called him and I discussed

the possibilities of getting help for Rich. The man told me that Rich

needed to admit he needed help and that help could be provided. The

man sent two people from the local fire department to meet with Rich to

attempt to help him, but Rich refused the help. When I spoke with the

man from the parish again, he told me that there was nothing that

could be done if Rich refused help.

Along about this time a police officer called me to ask if I had

some things that belonged to Rich. Rich was attempting to report me as

having stolen his guns. I told the police officer that Rich owed me over

three thousand dollars and that the items I was holding were collateral

for that loan. I also stated that if Rich would pay me what he owed me,
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I would gladly return the items to him. I also told the officer that I held

a power of attorney for Rich. The officer told me that Rich told him that

the power of attorney was fraudulent and that I had forged the

signatures. I informed the officer that the witnesses to that document

would not agree. I heard nothing else from the police. Rich had just

attempted to file a false police report and had committed a

misdemeanor.

I had done all I could do. I have no idea how Rich got out of the

warehouse space. I have no idea what happened to his belongings. Rich

has not told me anything. Those who were at the meeting heard the

only comments from Rich regarding his situation. I heard nothing else.

Rich put himself into his predicament and he has alienated most of his

friends by his actions.

Rich probably came to the meeting just to hand me the copy of the

perjured, recorded document, as though that would upset me. I was not

upset. I’m just saddened to see that Rich has made such poor choices in

his life that has reduced him to such a low level.
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The attached documents should provide verification that the

powers of attorney (there were two) were not fraudulent. In addition, I

am providing other documents to complete this information.

I wish Rich the best. I hope he finds himself and regains some self

esteem and self respect. After these events, I have no animosity toward

him, but I can no longer offer him any assistance. He has turned down

all of the help that was offered.

Sincerely,

Terry I. Major
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